
+ 

RHONDA Gibbs stared in 
1he "*-In clsbeliel. She 
hardly recognised the 

rebult face that - looking 
baclt at het'. 

For the ftrst time ln yoara. a.he 
looked -normal". 

The bone defonnlty wni<:h bad 
tot.Ally d1"'1guttd her race had gone. 

1i1e long and complex operat.ion 
t.hat. tnvotved breaking ber j;\w and 
nose and recon.at:ructlng tbom u.Alng 
Aem'A'S a.nd metal plat.ea hftd been a ... .,.,.,.., 

- 1 wu aboolute!Y delighted and I 
stUI am ... ttaya Rhonda. who lt\•ea In 
Croydon. Sunoey, with her bus.band 
Russell and t.helr two -year-old 
daughter Molly. 

··1 hrut to keep lookll\K al my'fel( 
fOf" month.• Ju.gt t.o convince myaelr 
it. wrM me 

- 11, hAd bfo.i'>n a dlmcult. c hotee LO 
undef¥o auch major •uryery. but. 
wht-n I l'C'e J'IU"flClf nov.• J know tt WA~ 
wnrt bwhllr -
"nnrty-yl"A.r~ld RhoDda"a tlbnor­

mAUt.,v ck>ve1ol)erl whl'!:n ~tw> wa..s a 
t~nager 

. H~r Jnwer iRw contlnuet.l lfn>"A-irut 
n1uch l onge·r on tl\o left. t.han on thn 
r1ght. n~kin¥ hor raoo lopefl'INI anrl 
digproport.i<tnat.e 1UKI prevent.ink her 
tect h meetlntc propo.rt,y. 

Uer noeo wu pua.bed to one etda 
Her upper Jaw and cb«N'lkbonea had 
Wied to KTOW and twt Aunk ln\•ftt'°dl' 

1ly lhe U me Rllooda nc<1<1! K'd 10. t.ho 
1ta.fonnlt3' wna ma.kl!'¥ ltd.lm®.tt. ror 
hru- to eat 

She suffered ext.remc pa.In and 
the.re we.re grating and clicking 
nol.8cs whenever the movedber jaw. 

Her odd appearance waa also 
emotJonaJJy damaging tbe onoe­
out-.goiog and confident teonagor. 

lo desperation. Me "·ent to her 
dentist ror help. 

R-, relerred hor t.Q the ma."tilln-­
f:«;;.ial tturttPTY unit at St. &rtho~ 
l umew ·s and th(" Royal J.ondon 
Hosp1tal. wbicb &pa:ciallses in treat­
ing facial . mouth and jaw di~6e6 
and derorm!cy. 

1' ... ll'St. Rhonda. had to wear heavy 
br-l<:es on her t.eeth for n. year to 
r.-o-wc them int.o tbe oo~t position. 

'Then. in an tntri<.-as.e 1tnd comp!ex 
e!lt·h<tur operation. surgeon laJn 1 Hutchi.r;nn oomplot..el:,.· ~btdlt htt 
r:v..,. 

t-; .. l)roke her upper x.ll•' lo'J(.Y.J' j.\\1. 
i:tn-1 :"'t·~ILIO:\Ct1 U 1t"D\ H•"' r-~0•1\-p\·cd 
r.Y·-t~""' t1C,n1J. broke her Jh'O"P 1t1l<i 1-e 
tu!it :1 io the rilfb.l place 

lv. ·1.:~ o ll hOU•' t..Tl!;"I :u.ru 1,l,•l.;:t. 
>ll~l.f'-" ·~ ••P(.(gin hrr c.ti"'rlkl•Jnt":!' 
"'~•· :ut.i &1.·1-f!~'Ctl her J'\\\'R ~ck to­
. 'l:lil 

tit au. be hA.d fo hrt'<o.k l;('r ~'<·•It lu 
f',.·\T11 p:R~~ 

llf\.o1n1L"\ ~l,ilJ hA-~ l"lX IV\"l,\J pl.1:,.N 
:. ··i :"' f;(;rf'wit holdlnx ?;1·r :~Y; f • .4..rc· 
;~•1·•:--r. "l'ht•\' will ~lax t l lf"n• fnr lit'· 

... '""'' ,,f h1•r life 

To AVOID exlernal !'Cars. :.tr 
Hutchison worked from lhe 
inside, malcing cuts ioside her 

mouth and peeling bacl! her slcln 
to re"!al her slcull. 

\\·1\ll:n M e c:uM rouu•I fJ•'tU tht' 
•rmoolheiic in inwnri\T ,.. ...... J't)f'" wcv; 

,·ovrl'l"-J in tu11t1' n.nd dr- 1 !1~. Her jaw 
"--·~ wlrt'd totceLbPr ~\~it hif"r faCI' h.-d 
11\WoHrn W tl1n.'f• lh?l1 :o u,.i nonn:il 
~1?1• 

:-thr Jtt"Ddod 1norl)lthK· I•) ICllftvO the 
tnln and hNt to be fed th1'\>tnch a drip 
1~1l5f"N>ocou1dn'c.n)1Cn h1>rmou1h 
to ~~1L or 1e1lQAk. 

H"r mum la1'r admltl~ that. thif\ 
first. Ume she eaw l<hont\:l all..fir thA 
AUl'MeJ'l'. she Oed the 1oom 1'nd hurst 
Into teal'L 

llhonda wna LOO rn~tr.116.1 t() hJOk 
\n the mirror until four ft;l.)--. a~cr 
the suryeiy. 

She sass: -An my friend,. 11\nd rcl· 
au-were aay1t111 I- ""II I Joolcecl. 
but. I WM too ecattd t o look 

··tt was A te:rrlb)o Mock when I 
•••nt LO lh~ h08J)ltal bn.t.hrnom and 
MW myoelftn the mirror for lhe nrwt 
l.hno. 

"~l.y wholo face waa horribly 
' swollen and 1 had thcr awful wt."18 

I 
holcllntr my ,t.\ws •<>1<e1.hcr:· 

• Her Ill• wu aUll clampod wgetb· 
_ or ,..,.D aho left hOll>ital nvo ell.yo 

: Jill Palmer 's medical casebook 

METAL PLATES AND 28 BOLTS REBUILT .RHONDA'S LOOKS . - . . . ~ 

J3ter. but 11be learnt V> makfl he,.,,.Jr 
undtnll.l.'Od thmu~h ~ltetl teeth. 

f;h<' prc~red r'('gU1ar mMlllJ which 
&ttt' li'lttidlW"<I and Blpt"IOd lhmugh a 
St.nlW, 

"1'00 food In.Ate<! OK. but il look•d 
awf\Jl.'" Mc M,YB. '"I longed for A. 
pro por dJ nne.r ... 

Art.er two mcntb&. the wires were 
removed. Overt.be next five mon\.M 
t.he awelltnc ~nu:lually went. down 
a.nit &be noold M"& hor new fa.cc pro~ 
ttrb· for the nrBt ttme 

··1cou1d oottr•t--1 to ll'l)'1!01!. and 
kept looking In the ""throom mir­
ror and In shop wtndowa u I walked 
past.. .. &ho Mya. 

"People whom I hod known for 

CHANGING 
FACES .. 

Rhonda's odd, lop· 

·- -annc<I befCfe the opera· 
tion (lell) - llhe 
lacb?d conlidence 
Ind seii•Hleem. 

Bui her looks 
were transformed 
s.f te r surgeon 
lain Hutchi son 
completely rebuih 
hef fate in 8 Iii• 
~ Qpe-ration. 

Six plates traw 
been tltted Into 
Rhondo "s skull. 
e3Ch seeuNd by 
tour screws. pkls 
two long --on 
... h - of her 
moulh (right). 
ThHe •• -
- .... the nlS1 of 
her life. 

::: -

Yt'fU'ff would walk J:)aA'L me In the 
ALrt:<'t and not. rccO((nlse me. 

.• ,.,,.. :t child. l lookct.I like n1,v 
brother o.nd a;:tster. but u I gn:w up 
my a1>pcarunce became tot.ally 
difforent. 

.. 8uddenl1·. my fAC!C h"-8 been 
put b\ck to how lt should havo b<!en 
and I took like ono or lhe fnmlly 
6*f't\ID. 

""Wbon J ttee old photos now. tt 
seems atran10 that I looked ao 
different. 

· 1 am reall,y pieued with the out­
come and m.y friend& &Ii tell me I am 
mu<ih more oon.f1dent. now. 

•n waa oort&lnlY worth all I.be pain 
and dlocom!ort. 1Llthou'h I have to 

adn1H Lba.t 1 didn' t. t.h1nk lhR>t. hn·· 
mcdtl\tely n.rt.cr the ftut}!'cry " 

b1r Hutchison explnJns: "Fucin.l 
diaftgurnment. cn..n make 'PCOUJC 111 · 
tro\•erted f\nd w1t.lldrawn dorfng 
adoluoenco aa well as a.ffecttng 
C\1nctJon . 

" Rhonda hM " vory hubbty per'-" 
&0na.lf(¥. "nd &\U'KCfY enablnrl her to 
blOMOm. 

.. Sh.6 WO.A not. hidlflOUBly d.i&CitcUt'f'<1. 
but her Jaw had grown abnonnA.U.Y 
and the middle f)&ft or her race had 
not grown at all, so her ro.ce wu lop. 
aided and hollow. 

" I had to broak and resot eevero.I 
bones Jn new P'liSlttons to J)Ul'h out. 
Uiechoekboneund nt tbo tower jnw 

to the top of the face. A con111uter 
hel ps to plan how t.o Mt tbe bonf!fi, 
but Ll1e nnaJ adjustment. can 00 1ro1'1e 
ontv when t be J):\t.i cnr. is on r.h<' 011-
or.:tt.ing tn.ble. 

''A mllllrnot.ru 1nove1non1 <'<\!'I 
mnke n. bi.>r <l1ffor ence. and I hAvc: t/) 

judge- wh6Lher it lt)()k s Mghl. <n' JlOl .. 
"The scrcwi; and ph-..1.Ptt- J'('nttti•> Ju 

the fttco )l<'rmanf"ntly 
"'l'hey cnn hc-1 1-ern('lvt.:o..1. Uut. onltt.~K 

th,.oy nrc cru1Rln~; p;itn or JUV;bhil),·· 
there l~ no Jl<>ilH,. In n1(H'C hl.Jt'~»ry lo 
t:t.kf' tbcnl out.." 

' l\vu thout.r1 1u l ch1ldrf•r, nro h•>1·11 
\'Vit.h SE!\'cr·o rnchtl dnfcLt,., jn lh\• 
GK ovo,ry .vo~u· and A.n•)l,h•~r l .i ,Ol)l1 
d1-ivclop al>nonnnlh i, !'> <l1u·inr 'ht•:1· 
childhood And t.Af!fJJlflCt~ y -O>ir:I;. 1\ .... 
Rhonda dirt. 

ANOTHER 4.000 people aro 
diagnosed with mouth 
cancer, and up to a million 

more suffer facial lnJury caused by 
accidents or assaults. 

t\·1J Hut.chioi;nu hax nllw ~·t ~·v :-1-;i\" 
fnl( Faocs 11clt!,t'lt:v io f\ln1l ~11:h 
into tho prev(lnl,ion no(1 t l"'"''·tllOUt. 
of oro.1 a.nd racial dl'iCAR<'ri. lnJnrl•'S 
anrl defonnil j' 

ft waA launcht'l": l .Y<"~ttn'Cl:\.y \\'it.h nn 
fnnovativo A.l't. cxhlbillon showlt11'! 
paintinl('B or lJQ.tit}nts befor-), dtJrJnN' 
•nd a.tw1· ~urgery. 

'l'ho chf'ril.y n.itnR I.A> in1provc tlle 
ctotf'<ltlon nnd tn::a1.1n<·nt. ,,f mouLh 
cr~n..:<H' hy (;o-c11Jhu1~ing d:•t.a f1·01n 
the 38 UK M"-"<Hlo·fn.cfAl curgoonl'l 
8pt'Clnllslng In Lho d\i,e.n~ 

lt.. l\b;o ho))Q& w run prov<intlon 
projectft to <iut thn numbor or 
rnouth canc.crA nnd J)\o lal i nju.r1e111 
l\nd improve aurgerj• for tacln.J 
doformtiy. 

l t is n.180 colln..txJmt1nf( with tho 
Football AMOot"t1on In looklnK tit 
t.·he causos a.nd erroct.s of racial tu. 
Jurl•• In rootbllll. 
e f'LEASE Mnd any donations w: 
Saving Fl\Ceo. PO Box 2.~118~. London 
NW52FL. 


