Saving Faces

Mark Gilbert's portrait painting encourages people
to look beyond superficial facial disfigurement

t is amazing how & short news item can stay
In your mind, something that really touches
Soma months ago | switched
5400 10 S22 2 Dece on a very

talented young artist who is working as
arhist-m-residence at 5t Bartholomew's and the
Royal London Hospitals” Oral and Masoliofacsal
Surgery Uit
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This gifted artist had been commissioned to
create portraits of patients who wene undergong
treatment for facial, mouth and jpw diseases
such as cancer, tragma and deformity, Mark
Gifbert's sansitive approach to his work, and the
subjects he has pamted, has resulted in a
callection of some of the most stunning and
paradoxically beautiful paintings

seen. These strong ima
lifer ared sl af the subjs

that | have ever

jes seem o capiure the

But one of the most compeling parts of the news
coverage that | saw, was the obvious therapeutic
effect that the
patients, allowang them to see themselves in a

rait painting had on the

alive an pr

aving Faces, an in

UK chanty devoted to research in
prevention and treatment of ora
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85 and imunes. As well as t
national touring exhibition of Mark

exiraordnany work

Surgeon lain Hutcheson established the Savng
tine
Gilbert wha s already a highly acclasmed portrast
painter from Glasgow
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“Surgery of the face is challangin

because of the niricacy of the s

eCause the surgery has a profour
patent s psyche™ saad laen Hutchizor

Gilbert's pmntings and sketches represant

mose than the simple form and shage «

patiants’ faces. They also ¢
emotions and character of patients duning one
of their mast dramatic life events. Simple
before-and-after photographs of surgery
patents are one-dimensional; Gilbert's

ate the aften conflicting range
of emations that patients experience
something that before-and-after photographs
are unable 1o convey

paintings luein

"Patients with facial deformity are usually shy
and recluswe betare surgery, says Hutchison,
"The surgery transforms them emotionally,
and, like @ flower blossommg, thewr true
character and psychological potential is
feleased from the constraints of thew facial
appearance following treatment.”

Psychologest Paul Farrand is studying patients”
emotional response to their portraats, Ha wall
report on whather this is a useful therapy that
should be introduced in all hospitals for patients
with facial disorders

Gilbert's work stands out in a nwmber of ways. It
demanstrates an outstanding quality of portrai-
ture m peaple with distinctive faces and the
range of possibilities provided by current facial
surgery. It also shows that these patients are
often powerful personaiities who lead full and
chaflanging Ives, and encourages others to look
beyand superficial facial disfigurament and it
appaars that beang painted may in sl
contnibute to a patlent’'s recovery

wey the changing

photographs.
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You will be able to ses thase unique portrats for
reedt from September 15th, when the national
rul_|r'r':] I-_'l:'.'..1_i|r||_'rl Siars in NI;“IIIT_J:?'.F‘I and than
moves onto Bath, Wales, Glasgow, back to the
Mational Portrait Gallary in London, then to Leeds
and Exatpr

el

Saving Faces aims to rasa funds for research nto
tha prevanton and treatment of dissases and

npuries that specihically affect the face and mouth
The charity endeavours to reduce the frequency

al
thesa conditsons and improve thedr traatment

Mouth cancer is the sixth most common cances
waorldwide; there are nearly 4000 cases a yeas

of mouth, lip, sinus and Ew canc

and Wales

n England

Saving Faces will slso fund axpeditions to third

world countres that will prowde eguipment and

them abreast of curment trealment methods

Further informaton emal savingfacesi@mail com
or telephone: 020 7485 5545 for details of the
nationa tounng exhibsbion gallery locations. o



